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Previous spread: For
romantic views nothing
beats the famous Gricti

Palace Hotel in Venice.

Abovie: The Rockies as
seen from the Amangani
Resort in Wyoming, LISA

Opposite page, from top:;
The Trafalgar London
overlooks its namesake;
a quiet Mt Etna is the
backdrop for the Grand
Hotel Times in Sicily.

In 1882, Tom Wilson, explorer and route finder for the
Canadion Pacific Roilway company, stumbled across a
natural lake framed by o glacier, deep in the heart of
Banff Hational Park, Alberta, Canada. Immediately tagged
as a stop-off point for the fledgling railway, Chateau Lake
Louise opened in 1890 and, over 100 vears later, remains
ane of the country’s most famous hotels. Attracting stars
and statesmen, the late King Hussein of Jordan was
captivated by the Belvedere Suite, not for its luxurious
décor, but by the stunning views beyond its windows.

Hoteliers have always built inns around views, but in an age
where a trip to a hostelry is as commonplace as a visit to the
dentist, does the harried business executive really need that
sweeping mountain vista for inner Zen, or is it merely an
opportunity to sting him for a few extro bucks? And doesn’t
the true leisure traveller want to get out there and experience
it for real, rather than from behind a hotel window?

Ask Donald Trump - real estate mogul, reality TV star and
hotelier = what he has to say on the subject and he'll
probably laugh. His own-name-branded Trump International
Hotel and Tower (once decried as the ugliest building in the
USA} recently waged PR war on the newly launched Mandarin
Oriental ot nearby AOL Time Wamer Center, over who has
the best views of Central Park. Trump's way of settling the
argument was to unfurl a giont banner that ran the length of
his tower that read, "Your views aren’t so great, are they?'
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Tap: It's not only bedrooms
that have great views, this
shower at the Devi Garh

Fort Hotel enjoys the same,

Oppaosite, from tog: A
magical glimpse of the
Taj Mahal from Oberol
Amanvillas, Agra, India;
taking in the Hong Kong
skyling from the
InterContinental Hotel.

Flounting the ‘no frills’ tag, companies like UK-based Yotel,
due to open their first city-centre property in mid-2006, are
setting mew trends with compact, design-led rooms that
contain all the IT mod cons you can shake a stick at, but no
extermal windows. Instead, aircraft cabin-style mood lighting
designed by Priestmon Goode, who helped Airbus create the
double-decker A3B0 aircraft of the future, uses reflective
mechanisms and light channelling from internal corridor-
facing windows to maintain the illusion of the real thing. As
chief executive Gerard Greene says, “This allows Yotel to
boldly go where other hotels simply can’t - tricky central city
locations, airports, even underground.”

Savvy hotel marketers are all too aware of the value of a
view. The Fairmont Monte Carle, overlooking the waters of
the Cote d'Azur, prides itself on its sea-facing suites, leaving
the street-side rooms as a ‘last sell’. Until, that is, the Monaco
Grand Prix rolls around in May. With 65 of these standard
rooms and suites overlooking the famed hairpin curve, they
are transformed into hospitality suites for the rich and
famous, such os George Lucas, with rates and availability
disoppearing faster than Schumacher in a Ferrari.
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It is sometimes the simplest settings that yield
the best views and most unforgettable vistas
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Above: Premium views
at the Four Seasons
Hotel of Sydney's most

famaus icon

Cpposite: Choteau Loke
Lowise Hotel, beloved by
the late King Hussein of
lordan, stands prowd of its
reputation for having the
mcest beautiful natural
setting of any hotel

But these fabulous views come at a hefty price. The Westin
Exclesior in Rome is home to Eurepe’s largest suite, the Villa
la Cupola, which, at 11,000 square feet dominates two whole
floors of the hotel with the building’s exquisitely painted
cupnla as the centrepiece, offering a unique alternative to
the classic room with a view. Demi Moore's preferred
accommodation, it sells for upwards of €15,000 per night

Mot all hoteliers are so lucky. Malaysia’s Johor Baru prison,
the oldest in the city, was recently converted into a rest
house, affering adventurous travellers the chance to sample
life behind bars for a mere US513, but customer response, so
far, has been disappointing

Another view-centric destination with issues is the Hotel
Everest View in Nepal, The highest placed hotel in the world,
accarding to the Guinness Book Of Records, its lofty and remote
location can only be accessed by helicopter or a lengthy
three-day trek. The heart-achingly beoutiful views from its
guestrooms take in the Himalayan peaks and Mount Everest,
but at 13,000 feet, ambitious plans to use a private landing
strip to fly in Japanese tourists didnt toke into account
extreme altitude sickness while airborne, and it remains
elusively out of reach.
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At the other end of the spectrum, the Jules Undersea Lodge
in Key Largo, Florida, which started life as an underwater
research laboratory, Is 50 unusual it hos been featured on
Lifestyles Of The Rich And Famous and in Sports (Nustrated
magazine. Guests, including Aerosmith frontman Steve
Tyler, soon discovered that the nome is no marketing
gimmick. Entry is 21 feet below sea level and arrival in wet
suit and flippers is the only way to go. The watery views
from the 42-inch porthole windows in its two bedrooms
must surely rate as the quirkiest around, with the local
marine life keen to ogle bemused honeymooners., Meedless
to say, claustrophia-prone travellers may wish to opt out of
underwater accomodation.

Of course, it is sometimes the simplest settings that yield
the best views, most unforgettable vistos ond cherished
memaories as Madonna well knows - the diva once
demanded that all the garden lights be switched off at her
Italian villa, so she could enjoy the stars. And pop singer
Justin Timberlake is apparently so0 enamoured with his own
view, that he allegedly hod o giont mirror installed on the
ceiling of his bedroom in a top London hotel. Some views are
obviously best left to the imogination.

GULF AIR January 2006
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Fallowing spread,
clockwise from top left:
Wintry scenes fr|||11
Amangani Resort,
Wyaming; enjoy vhews
af the Ayung River and
volconoes at the Alila
Ubud in Bali, Indonesia;
Victorio Horbour vistas
[rom your bathtub

at Hong Kong's
Peninsula Hotel,
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